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Cirque Polynesia photo
Cirque Polynesia performer Simon

Arestov performs during a show recently.
He is a second-generation circus

performer born in Moscow.
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Cirque Polynesia moves outdoors
Fewer seats, but more room for high-wire acts

By HARRY EAGAR, Staff Writer

KAANAPALI - Cirque Polynesia, which opened in June
during the worst visitor industry slump since 2001,
has survived, and this month it moved to a
permanent, outdoor theater at the Hyatt Regency
Maui Resort & Spa.

Managing Partner Doug Harris said Tuesday that the
new venue, called the Maui Moon Theater, provides a
bigger stage but fewer seats, which raises the
possibility of sellouts. In fact, Cirque Polynesia did
sell out last Friday.

The Hyatt gets its Monarchy ballroom back for
conventions and big local events, like the EA Sports
Maui Invitational basketball tournament dinner.
Resort General Manager Mike Jokovich said he has a
couple of good-sized groups booked in December
"and some in the first quarter," so he needs the
space.

Since June 2, when Cirque Polynesia debuted, the
resort has had the ballroom available part time.
Cirque performs five days a week, and will move to
six days Tuesday, Harris said.

The theater under the stars seats 350, while the
ballroom could handle 600. "Now we are starting to
worry about sellouts," Harris said.

But not rain. Since moving outdoors, it has rained only once but not enough to stop the show. Based on
the experience of other outdoor evening activities like luaus, he doesn't expect to lose more than 10 nights
a year to weather.

Cirque will give rainchecks, and with shows almost every night, Harris said he thinks most people will be
able to work around rainouts.

He has been surprised how many people who book online do so after they have reached the island - about
60 percent. Cirque has recently added sales staff and hired Mike Hearne, formerly vice president of
operations at Hilo Hattie, as general manager in charge of day-to-day operations.

Harris, who brought his cirque to Maui from Waikiki after the show there lost its lease, said he was a little
nervous about competition with other night-time attractions, of which `Ulalena was perhaps the closest.
He was pleasantly surprised to find that his business competitors were cooperators on stage.

Cirque Polynesia and `Ulalena both performed at the county fair, and cirque and the Old Lahaina Luau, as
well as several keiki halau, are entertaining during halftime breaks at the basketball tournament this week
at Lahaina Civic Center.

"We have worked pretty closely with other performing artists," Harris said.

He is preparing to make a proposal to the LahainaTown Action Committee for a cirque presence on Front
Street next Halloween, something to help "bring the right kind of people" out on fright night.

The outdoor show is higher and wider than the indoor show, Harris said. The indoor stage was 18 by 15
feet, the outdoor stage is 40 by 30 feet. This allows for a more expansive high-wire program.

Jokovich said the combination of cirque and ballroom was a good match, but it couldn't be sustained. So
Cirque Polynesia was allowed to take over two mauka tennis courts at the resort.
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"I'm so happy for the way it has worked out," Harris said. "I'm not just saying that. We have enjoyed the
public reception."

* Harry Eagar can be reached at heagar@mauinews.com.
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